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The Sung 6 77 Death. 15 Sin: And the Strength of Sin is the Law. 
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But thanks be to EO D, who Ry us the N . through 0 mo 
LORD. JESUS CHRIST! BL 


I THes 


A F EC TIN ER ſpeRacle There Ma void of: all life, 


the ſenſes all withdrawn, - motionleſs; inert, and by 


this time beginning to :decay, One, whom you have often 


ſeen in yonder ſeat: but whom Huſband, Parent, Child, 
ar Friend, ſhall never ſee again, either within theſe walls, 


or in this world. The laſt time ſhe was under this roof, it 


was an exertion, which her low ſtate of health ill endured, 
to receive the bleſſed ſacrament. No remonſtrances could 
detain her from it. And her tears on the oecaſion were 
ſuch, as drew the en notice of the miniſter® then 

officiating here. nt e to er 
A ſtrong feature in her cla was, Contemift 3 the 
world. It's inſufficiency and emptineſs were her frequent 
men of converſation. re to Ene 77890 full of 
s: [8,500 | 05 youth 

* The Rev. Mr. Glaſcort. 
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| youth and Win. and polſeing 3 means . . A : 


every pleaſure, in this region, or rather metropolis, of plea- 
ſure, ſhe perfectly avoided, and totally deſpiſed all its 
gaiety. The Decent, the Domeſtic, and the Pious, were 


the outline of her life and happineſs. Neither ſhould it 


be deemed unimportant, in her ſhort, retired hiſtory, that 
when the offer of marriage was firſt made to her, ſne refuſed 
to liſten to it, tho' eligible and reſpectable, till her continu- 
ance at this chapel was conſented to. Her faithfulneſs in 
which inſtance ſeems to have had a peculiar honor put upon 
it by Divine Providence. For every prejudice concei ved 
by her excellent Partner in life, againſt the Goſpel in this 
place, ſoon vaniſhed, before her ſteady and amiable con- 
dukt. and was ſucceeded by, approbation and attachment. 
She loved all righteous people fervently. Her affection 
for the Bible, too, was remarkable: inſomuch that, when 
an old and faithful ſervant in the family cenſured her read - 
ing it fo long together, as a toil not required, and melan- 
choly, her anſwer was, that ſhe xNjJovED THE BIBLE. | 
Not ſenſible of her approaching diſſolution, till nearly 
deprived of reaſon; and then trembling to alarm the fami- 
ly ; ſhe only gave theſe living marks of an happy condition; 
I forbear to enlarge on her character as a Wife, Mother, 
Daughter, or Siſter : becauſe, tho' in each of theſe relations 
ſhe had few equals, yet the common Dead attain to theſe elo- 
giums. Excellence of this kind, tho' eſſential: to the com- 
fort of ſociety, and inſeperable from chriſtianity, is yet 


what may flow, from * not 1 moral; certainly 
| therefore 


* 7 * 


therefore not 3 and aecordingly, Sn, of the. 
baſeſt of the human ſpecies, and heathens themſelves, are 
oſten blameleſs, and ſhining, in ak PO _ and 
ſelf. indulging m 

Virtue is a falFcenfiſtent 3 not a to the Charts 
ties, as the; Poet calls them, of near kindred, or friends, 
or human kind at large, but comprehending always the 
60D of Virtwe. On which account, plainly, there can be 


no true Morality;. Where there is not Piety. The reſt is 


mere ſemblance: only the exterior: a counterſeit, paſting 
too eaſily on a careleſs and ſuperficial world for genuine, 
Hence to me it appears very diſtinguiſhing, in the amiahle 


Deceas'd; that ſhe often remarked. We cannot ſerve GD 


and Mammon.“ * We tmuſt. declare ingly, for either the 
World, or COD.“ Their oppoſite OY the ſaw, N 
never be un ite. 

All that I ſhall add to theſe 55 8 of a rude. likeneſs 
of our departed ſiſter, is that, it being the uſage of the fami- 


ly, every Soy Evening, to have each the choice of an 


hymn, ker. choice, L believe conſtantly, marked out that 
hymn, in the hope of which I deſire to live and die; and 
tao which hope, I am ſure, many now preſent perfealy echo 
—an dans finely characteriſtic of chriſtian eee 


ESU, thy Blood and Righteouſneſs, 
. % My Beauty are my glorious Dreſs. 

© *Midſt flaming worlds, in theſe array'd, 

Wich joy ſhall I lift up my head, &c, 


india this time I can well conceive the ſpiritof our dear 
aer, which perhaps now hovers round us, impatient of a 


practical and cloſe improvement of her Death. 
N | or 


OLE ide — > _ 


* For his: purpoſe, no words: appear to me more proper, 
chan thoſe of the Text: namely, „The ſting of Death is 

© fin : and the ſtrength of ſin is the Law.: but thanks be 
* to GOD, who out: us | the Wheel Wo our feen 


Jesus. is 440 W's wh. + 
A Subject which divides fel naturally 6 ints three propos 
ſtions. 1% Urs 


I. That we mut giez but chat which make death tal 
terrible is Sin, The-ſting of death is Sin... 

II. That there is a Law in being, which: gives force and 
truth to the Tome of pe 1e. The : firength o of fin's 1s the 
Law.” | 4 

III. That vidkory is Ubtelged fora ans; over bety⸗ /«ching 
terrible in death, the Law notwithſtanding, by our Lord 
JESUS: CHRIST. Thanks be unto GOD, who: un us 
the victory, thro our Lord JESUS CHRIST 

And now, it is eaſy to obſerve, that in lein the 
order of the text, the matter riſing out of it vill be firſt 
dark and unpleafant, before it can be grateful or happy. 
Not unlike the Fear, which exhibits- not flowers, fruits 
and the harveſt, without a previous winter. I muſt take 
you to Mount — before i th is een me to take yu 
to Mount Sion. neemt an 

Firſt, then, we are to conſider, n Deach is our ine vita- 
ble doom; but ſin alone makes it truly terrible, 

Leſt, however, by regarding Sin and Death in their pro- 
per light, we ſhould uſe the appointed means of converting 
the one into a bleſſing; by obtaining: e for the 

_ other; 


other: it is the induſtry of the great enemy of ſouls, to pre» 


vent all remembrance of our Mortality. To defeat which 
artifice practiſed againſt us but with too much ſucceſs, let 
me place diſtinctly before your memories this morning, 
that it is appointed, (or decreed) unto each of us, to die. 
Our bodies are condemned. The condition of that cotpſe 


muſt one day be your's and mine, A laſt ſickneſs each of 


us muſt have. The time muſt come, reſpecting «us, when 
all medicine will fail : when relations and friends will be 


forbidden. to expect our recovery: and when with exqui- 


ſite addreſs and tenderneſs, they muſt at length be told 
concerning us the dread news, that © it is all over.” 
. Unſpeakable may be the benefit of you cool * 
tion of the certainty of Death. 
Ho apt are we to forget, what it is ſo important Gr us 
to remember, that we are Dying creatures in a dying world. 
We behave as tho' we ſhould live alway. We pradticallyj an- 


nex the idea of permanency to earthly relations: little ob- 


ſerving our own decay, in the decay of all creatures in 
nature. One generation paſſeth away, and another com- 
eth, yet we heed not the ſpectacle, nor conſider ourſelves 
as walking in the general proceſſion. 

All are devoted to Death. The very earth, and the "I 
moon and ſtars, with the heavens themlclves, will one Kay 
undergo a diſſolution. 

But to the certainty of Death, let me add the e of 
| Life. A guns natural nenn hath ſaid, that the 
2 a duration 


M. Buffon. 
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duration of no animal is ſo uncertain and variable as that 
* of man.” A tliouſand cauſes within our frame, a thouſand 
without, at all ages, in all ſituations, and with all precau- 


tion, leave us open to inſtantaneous and unprovided Death. 


The very pains we take to preſerve life, are often the means 
of deſtroying it. The ſtrongeſt. do ſeldom laſt the longeſt, 
———There lies one, cut off in the vigor of human ti fe,” at te 
age of 81x 'AND TWENTY; her conſtitution too not een, 
but likely to have reached a good old age. 

Where is the firmeſt Make? Bones of Braſs auch Ribs of 
Iron? A ſever's fire may quickly conſume them. Number- 
leſs furious diſtempers, often paſs by the weak and ailing, 
and ſeem to glory in overcoming the robuſt : er our 
frame without notice, as well as beyond remedy. 

Jo the uncertainty of Life add its ortneſs. Jedge of this 
by a view both of the time you have already lived; how 
ſhort does it ſeem—and of the eternity to come when this 


life ends; what a globule to an ocean! Let Heathens teach 


us here. They call Man the creature only of a Day. - Witneſs 
the Violet, and a thouſand other their emblems: ' Witneſs, 
particularly, that ancient Riddle of the Sphynx What crea- 
ture is that, which in the morning hath four feet, at noon 
Zo, at even three, and at night none at all. The anſwer is, 
each of us: in the morning of infancy going on hands and 
feet, but for the help of parents and nurſes: at noon, or in 
the midſt of our life, walking erect on two feet: in the even- 
ing of old age needing a third, the Staffs and when the night 
of death comes, unable to move. 


, FE _ | — The 


The images of this life, in holy. {cripture, are, a weaver's | 


Shuttle 3 a morning vapour ; a tent, ſoon ſtruck, and not in- 
tended to remain; a narrow hkand's-breadth ; a rapid poſt ; a 
flying arrow, that muſt ſoon fall: grafs, in the morning green 
and flouriſhing, but cut down, dried up and withered by 
night; a tranjient ſhadow; and, to mention no more, an 
eager race, never long in running. 

Yet neither the Certainty of Death, nor tlpertaingy of 


Life, nor its Shortneſs, would be any evil, were it not for 


Six. Our natures might indeed abhora privation of ſenſe 
and motion; a ſeparation of us from all human beings, and 
of them from us; a deſtruction and putrefattion of the forms 


we wear; and their concealment in a pit of earth, aban- 
don'd to worms and rottenneſs—yet, under many cir- 


cumſtances, even Zkis would be no terror, but an object of 
defire. Particularly when overwhelm'd with extreme diſap- 
pointment, diſtreſs, | or, fear, Death, as an end of earthly 


ſorrow, cares, and maladies, would be often eligible. But 
when we connect Sin with Death, we juſtly ſtart from it. 


The Srixe of Death is Six. That ſhoots raging torment 
into the conſcience, not unlike the burning venom ated 


from the Sting of a SCORPION, £2 
The Apoſtle ſuppoſes it a general fact, chat where Sui is, 


there is alſo an horror of Death. For where this is not the 


caſe, it is evidently monſtrous and unnatural. An account- 

able being then feels as tho he were not accountable; and 

a guilty one as tho' he were innocent, Conſcience, placed 
at the head of our natures originally, is here under our feet. 
The whole moras make is here broken up and deſtroyed. 

| B2 Every 
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Every way it is rational and juſt, that a Sinner ſhould 
ſhudder at Death; conſidering, either what Sin is, a total 
repugnance to the nature of GOD, as well as violation of 
his laws—or what Death is; that which takes us out of our 
ſtate of probation—puts us beyond all means of grace 
places us before the ſight of the Great GOD our Maker—and a 
ſettles us in a ſtate unalterable and eternal. 

Death, to a mere Sinner, that is, to one who avails not 
himſelf of a SAVIOUR, is the door of Damnation. —Ruuſt 
not then Sin be the Sting of Death?" | SGD, | 
It is fo, uſually, by anticipation, | For, at Deich ths. 
world begins to appear in its proper form of Mufion and 
Vanity: a trick played upon the Imagination from firſt to 
laſt, Our ſelf.deceit then fails, with the gratification of our 
paſſions, Memory opens her dreadful ſtores, and Conſci- 
ence revenges paſt inſults by inſupportable ſcourges; inſi- 
nuating at every ſtroke, that all bas is 0 the e Ld 
Sorrows, 

It is then perceiv'd, that Sin is the Soul's « own af of Sec 


parating itſelf from GOD, and of living upon its own ſources, 


and thoſe of the world, for happineſs. It is both cut of 


From GOD, and cuts itſel f off from him, by averſion to 


righteous happineſs. GOD therefore receives not the foul, 
which, for want of righteous affections, cannot receive him. 
And the time for acquiring righteous affections is now gone. 


Miſery and Hell of courſe receive the Sinner at Death. In 


Life, we could deceive and divert away theſe ideas; but 
now all artifices of this-kind leave us; and too late we find 
moſt emphatically, that the 3 of Death is Sin. 

But 


But whit adds Rirength to theſe ierrors, or, to keep to 
the alluſion in the text, 


II. What adds point and avifen to the Sting, is the Law. 


Which i is the ſecond propoſition to be confidered. 
As every thing inanimate is ſubject to a law of vegetation, 
or of motion; or of acting conſtantly as it does: and as 


every thing animated hath its peculiar law, of inftind : fo 


Man is not left without a Law to diredt him. 


And, becauſe our Paſſions and ſelf-deceit have obliterated- 
this Law, written originally upon the heart of Man, it 


pleaſed the ALMIGHTY to write it on two tables, with his 
own finger. Here is plainly defin'd what fin ts, and what 
the puniſument for committing it ſhall be. The exiſtence then 


of fuch'a Law proves, that our fears as Sinners are not 


founded in Fancy or Superſtition ; but in Reafon and 
Truth. Unleſs we can ſuppoſe the law, publiſhed as it 
was in thunders, lightnings, earthquake, and other circum- 
ſtances of infinite ſeriouſneſs and terror, is a mere YA 
and infignificance. | 

This Law requires, as every common human Law does, 
a faultleſs obedience. It hears nothing of excuſes, or amend- 
ment, or repentance, but, like every common human etal 
pronounces ſentence: upon tranſgreffion. So we read, — 
« Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things, 
« written in the book of the Law, to do them.“ And, «© He 
© that offendeth in one point is guilty of all:“ or is a tranſ- 
greſſor, and as ſuch liable to pumſhment. Agreeably to 
which the Text both ſuppoſes the Law ſtill to be in force, 


and 
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and to bake the 1 of all Sin. “The Sting of 
% Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law.“. 
Therefore, doomed to perdition as we are by the Law, 


for one the ſlighteſt offence, much more ſo muſt we be, for, 


what we are all conſcious of, numberleſs offences. 

Strangely enough, however, multitudes believe, that 
this Law of Perfection is repealed; and that our SAVIOUR 
hath publiſhed a new one, accepting imperſect, if ſincere, 
obedience, inſtead of Perſection. Let us combat this error. 

Firſt, as all imperfection is of the nature of inſincerity, it 


muſt for ever remain a ſecret, whether we obey this neu 


Law, or not. | 
Our imperfection, where it prevails, makes our | incerity 
always ſuſpicious. In every inſtance, where we are but 


imperfectly attached to the will of our Maker, we are at- 


tached proportionally to our own will oppoſed to that of our 
Maker: that is, in that inſtance, are in/incere to him. And 
reſpecting man, who would chuſe to truſt one, who is not 
perſecily hongſtꝰ Is ſuch a one ſincerely honeſt ? A ſtory not 
perfectly true, is ſo far falſe. To be imperfect, the O_ is 
ſo far, not to be foncere, i in our obedience. | 
Secondly, there is no room for this new Law, in order ta 
to abe Man; but he may be ſaved, the old Law notwith- 
- ſtanding, by our SAVIOUR; as the third Clauſe of the 
Text plainly implies. 
\ Thirdly, as it is no where hinted in the Scripture that 
our SAVIOUR did ena ſuch a new Law abrogating the 
old; ſo it is expreſsly ſaid, he did not, I came not,” ſays 
he, 


he, *to deſtroy the Lies, but to fulfil it. 40 Not one jot or 
tittle of the Law ſhall paſs away till all be fulfilled.” And, 

© whoſo breaketh one of the leaſt of theſe commandments, 
«© and ſhall teach men ſo, ſhall be called,“ (that is, agreeably to 
the greek uſe of that expreſſion, Mall be) one of no account, 

and illiterate in mu Goſpet ; * . in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. ' 

9 ourthly, if G0 himſelf cannot allow, chat Spotleſs 
virtue 18 not right, GOD himſelf cannot repeal the old Law 
of Perfection, which is the rule of right. 

A ifthly, if imperfection is eſtabliſted by the new Law, then 
rs fin is allowed by the very Law of GOD himſelf. A 
ar iſpenſation, i in that caſe, is granted to vice, if only it be not 
enormous. Inferior wickxDxESss is tolerated ; and o tole- 
rated, that Heaven's own reward ſhall conſiſt with it; which 
is much more than connivance at what is evil, 

Sixthly, the very notion of this Law, as a remedial one, 
. implies, that the ALMIGHTY was able to publiſh a Law 
which was ſome grievance, or hardſhip to his creatures, and 
therefore admits of alteration and amendment. An implica- 
tion ſo much the more extraordinary, not to ſay blaſphe- 
mous, as the Law of Perſection was publiſhed long after the 
fall of Man; and after the deluge itſelf ; when the inability 
of man'to keep it was fully known, Conſeqently, by the 
way, man's inability to keep the Law, and therefore, to be 
ſaved by it, is no argument againſt the being of the Law. 
Seventhly, the ſuppoſed new Law brings down the 
Divine Purity to the ſtandard of our corruption. 

Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, On the plan of a new Law accepting . 
if ſincere, obedience, inſtead of Perfection, there can be 
no evil in our imperfection, none. againſt the od Law, for it 
is ſuppoſed repealed : none againſt the new Law, for it 
accepts imperfection, and requires nothing more. When 
therefore we * bring the torn and the lame, and the ſick 
“ and the blind for ſacrifice,” it is not evil. The new Law 
alks nothing better. Any thing better would be either 


tranſgreſſion, or. ſupererogation, or Juperſtition. 


But it may be ſaid, that if the requirement of Perfection 
ſtands as before, yet the condition, or We may be 

relaxed. 

IJ anſwer, this is in fact to repeal: the Law, for it alters the 
Mons; And again, if Perfe&ion ever was, both before 
and ſince the Fall; the alone juſt condition of Heaven ; no- 
thing can make that condition unjuf naw. And the ſame 
may be ſaid of the Penalty of Hell, for one offence. If this 
was a juſt and reaſonable penalty, both before and ſince 
the fall, it myſt be ſo now: unleſs ſin is now leſs ſinful, 
or Hell -more horrible, than when the Law, was. publiſhed, 

In oppoſition to this figment,. of a new mild, remedial 
Law of CHRIST, are the many expreſſions in Scripture— 
That © we do not make void the Law, through faith, yea 
we eltabliſh the Law.” St. Paul; whoſe obedience was as 
ſincere, I ſuppoſe, as any one's, ſays, I was alive with- 
out the Law once, but when the Commandment came, ſin 
reyived and I died.“ The. Law worketh wrath.” ©* Law 
is a a miniſtration. of, condemnat ion only. If there had a 

chip 36 Law 


« Law | bebe! given, Welch could have given life, verily 
« righteouſneſs' ſhould have been by the Law.“ —— The 
« gStrength of Sin then is the Law.“ This binds upon us 
all our ſins, and liableneſs to eternal puniſhment for them. 
But, what is more, the Law not only configns us thus 
imme diobely to puniſhment for ſin, but, by its high 
ſpirituality, and exquiſite purity, turns our very righteouf- 


neſs, in one ſenſe, into Sin. For let any one compare his 


prayers, his attendance at church, his ſacraments, and every 
act of devotion, with that unbounded Love of God, Delight 


in Him, Atdmiration: of lu cñaracter, and: furrender of the 


whole of our time, talents, and' ſelves to his will and glory, con- 
tain'd in the language of the Law; Thou ſhalt Loves the 
LORD thy GOD, with a//thy HEART, with all thy Mind, 
With all thy SoVL,cand with all thy STRENGTH ; * and he 


will ſoon find the eſſence of piety wanting in his very acts of 


piety. This contrartety. to the Law will appear in ten 
thouſand inſtances, in the midſt of a ſtrict eourſe of exter- 
nal obedience. The multitude of ſacrifices“ will turn 
out a Multitude of vanities. Or, in the ſtile of the Pro- 
phet, our Righteouſneſſesꝰ wall ſeem to o be, not fine linen, | 
but 4 filthy rags. 111 45 Al. lol eee, 25 1 
The Strength of Sin-thits is the Law; becsuſe 5 it accumu- 
ates the quantity of our ſinfulneſs, diminiſhes the quality 
of our neee and 10 8 n us Fp te ſugjed Wy" 
ation Ani 461115 
By this time ue e brepured, it · s to be hoped, to“ give 
6s thanks” indeed v. to GOD, for the victory“ afforded us 
through our LORD JESUS CHRIST; 4 
C. III.. 
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II. Which is the third eehte in the text. 
Eternal thanks are tob iert for relief here. 1 if 
| Wn founded in the nature of GO and of virtue in 


cept, penalty, and. condition; and alſo fpunded:in the 


lation of man to 60D; and thetefore unrepealahle 
GOD. Himſelf, is ſtill in force; and if that Law-4dmits n 
into Heaven, but the Perſect, but abſolutely appoints 
Hell every the leaſt tranlgreſſor; it ſeems: impoſſible. 


the natuxe of things, that GOD Himſelf ſhould ſave 
ſince all are imperfect perhaps in every thing, beſides be 
Poſitively ſinful: and ſinee the ſhewing Mercy would 


a non - execution of the Law: that is, a NOR, or event 
annulling the Law; which cannat be. "ls 
If the Law is maintained, and yet "Marcy" awe, t 


Tranſgreſſor of it, the Penalty muſt be both inflicted 4 


diſpenſed with: which ſeems impoſſiblkeG. 
Impoſſible, to all but the Wiſdom and the Love « 0 


600 muſt be the management of this difficulty,” the rec 
ciling of this contradiction. 


Behold then, Our LORD JESUS CHRIST « mk 


der the Law, to redeem them that were under the Lav 


% The Government,” that is, ſays the Chaldee Paraphir 


% THE LAW was upon his Shoulders.“ He ſubſtitu 
Himſelf for us, The Surety of the New Teſtament,” as 


is called, firſt, to perform the precept of the Law, and ic 


challenge its ſtipulated condition of Eternal Life; in « 


name, as our Image and Repreſentative ; and, ſecond 
He ſubſtituted himſelf for us to receive the penalty of 
| | Wore ol 
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E ti dur e elare Re] room: and ſo ae an eternal 


e of us from Hell- fire. The Deity joined to his 


Humanity made his Sufferings a fuller condemnation of 
Sin, than if all Mankind had ſuffered Hell- ſire in their own 
perſons to eternity. And the ſame infinite Grandeur of his 
Perſon, made his obedience to the Law as the condition of 
Heaven for us, a more honorable proof of the immovable 
Divine purity, enduring nothing leſs than Perfection as the 


condition of Heaven, than if all Mankind had kept the Law 


themſelves, and claim'd heaven dy their. own perfection. As 
the Prophet poke: „He hath magniſied the Law and made 


% jt honorable.“ Their righteouſneſs is of Me, ſaith the 
«LOARD.z: oF: This is his Name, TAE LORD our Rid R- 


* TEKOUSN ESS.“ He was made Sin for us who knew no 
Sin, that we * made the Righteouſneſs pf GOD 
5. in him. 

In this form, the Law: dds and yet the Tranſ⸗ 
greſſor pardoned. Heaven, ſhut againſt all but Perfect 


Obedience, now opens to admit Sinners full of Imperfec- 
tion. And Hell, open to receive the leaſt Offender, now 
refuſes to admit the Greateſt, availing himſelf of this Re- 


demption. Thus the Character of GOD is preſerved, the 


rule of Virtue not relaxed, and Juſtice and Mercy at once 


equally and immenſely: difplay'd; in the Victory obtained 
through our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Zion is redeemed 


„with Judgment, and her converts with Righteouſneſs,” 


Melchizedek, which is by interpretation, King of Righ- 


teouſneſs, is, in that W 1 n 'of coed that 1s, 


1 King of Peace.” 
C 2 | At 
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At every ſtep muſt we not cry out and ſhout, Thanbs 
4% be unto GOD, who giveth us the Victory,“ in ſo wiſe 
and ſpotleſs a method, worthy Himſelf ? A victory, which, 
like that of Sampſon over the Philiſtine Lords, coſt the 
CAPTAIN of our SALVATION. his Life. A Deliverance, 
like that of the Mariners going to Tarſhiſi from the Storm. 
Nothing could calm the Tempeſt of Divine Vengeance, but 
the caſting into it the — WIRES, the og nn 

CHRIST. 
And now. the Tone is fully: FREY Sid eiParity of GOD 
fully vindicated, the Sinner's guilt adequately puniſhed, 
and the SAVIOUR's vicarious Righteouſneſs wrought in 
our name, and ſet down to our account, there is no roam, 
no opportunity for any thing, but the Love and Favor of 
GOD, and the ſanctifying influences and comforts of the 
HOLY SPIRIT, to flow down to us in time and to all 
Eternity. Through this medium of imputed Righteouſneſs, 
we are made perſonally righteous. Sal vation by Faith and 
Grace thus; without works of our own; by thoſe of the 
SAVIOUR alone, is the vehicle by which a righteous prin- 
ciple of all Good Works is conveyed through the Heart into 
the Life: a principle, which, like the water of a well 
ſtopped up and working its way out, however hindered and 
mixed with infirmity in this world, cannot reſt, till it riſes 
ſuperior to all ſin, in the world to come. * Faith without 
* works, is a _— without a . an ways and Ry ve 

Fung. 

+ What thanks then are due to 600 for Victory in this 
reſpect, through our LORD JESUS CHRIST! For vain 
„ | would 


would be a deliverance from Hell without, if, by our fins 
remaining unſubdued by divine grace, we were to feel an 
Hell within: and vaina title to Heaven, by the SAVIOUR; 
without a ſuitableneſ to it provided for us by that SAVIOUR. 
And now, is the queſtion aſked, nom are we to obtain an 
intereſt in this Victory? I anſwer, Whojoever will: let him 
take of the water of life freely:” gratis, as the original word 
Auger ſignifies. If GOD ALMIGHTY gives us Repen- 
tance to the, Acknowledgement of the truth ; that is, ſuch a 


ſenſe of our evil nature and practice, as owns'the Fufttice 


of our condemnation; and cannot allow of Peace and Hope 
from our own performances; but only through kts Death 
and Righteouſneſs, who is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life ;” whatſoever our ſins may be, we are permitted, we are 
commanded, to repoſe: our ſouls on the Victory obtained by 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST. This is his commandment, 
that we believe on the Name of his Son JESUS: CHRIST.“ 
In ſo doing, we ſhall find the Divine Spirit inſpiring: us 
to Prayers, Sacraments, Charity, Humility, Innocence, on 


principles more ingenuous and liberal than thoſe of the 
reſt of Mankind: neither entic'd by mercenary hope, 


nor driven by ſervile Fear. And in ſo doing, when we 
come to die, our death will be like that of our Divine Head, 
He was“ wrapped in fine linen and. ſpices,” ſymbolizing to 
the purity of his imputed: righteouſneſs, and its fragrancy, 
or acceptableneſs, to the Great F ather., He was huried in 
a New Sepulchre ; teaching us, that his Death hath altered 
the nature of the Grave, in reſpect of his People ; making 

that 
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that a . or ae \Plack; as the. primitive cliriiians DD 
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called their þur2al , place, - which: muſt otherwiſe have 
been a condemned hole, confining us till the Judgement and 


execution of the Laſt Day. He was buried too in a Garden; 


to ſhew us the harmleſsneſ5 of death, through him; and that, 
as in the Garden of Eden our ruin commenc d, ſo by him 
our Paradiſe is regain d: : and that, When our bodies are de- 
poſited in the Earth, it will be only as ſo many Bulbs, to be 
raiſed in immortal Flower, ee and ann at the 
Morning of the Reſurretctioga . lid 

Six N ERS, harken! JESUS hath ous our 11 8 Sy left 
us to receive the wages. JESUS. hath fought our battle, 
won the victory, and left us to enjoy the Spoils. Flee then 
from the wrath to come, to this adorable Redeemer. Belie- 
vers, harken! Doubt not; Fear not: but in the habit of 
your conſciences, and lives, ſing the ode of triumph in the 
Text, that tho the Sting of Death is Sin; and tho the 


Strength of Sin is the Law, yet, thanks be to GOD, victo- 


ry is given us, thro! our LORD JESUS CHRIS TTT 
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